Premio Internacional de
Composicién para Arpa

5TH PORTUS APOSTOLI INTERNATIONAL COMPOSITION AWARD FOR SOLO HARP AND STRING

ORCHESTRA

COMPETITION RULES

1. The competition is open to composers of all nationalities, with no age limit. Each applicant may submit
only one work. The submitted composition must be original, unpublished, and must not have been
commissioned for remuneration or awarded a prize in any other competition. Furthermore, it must not
have been previously performed in a concert or any public event.

2. The composition may be on any subject and must be scored for solo harp and string orchestra, without
the use of electroacoustic media. The instrumentation shall consist of solo harp, Violin |, Violin II, Viola,
Violoncello, and Double Bass. For performances at Noia Harp Fest, the maximum string orchestra shall
consist of 8.6.4.3.2 (8 first violins, 6 second violins, 4 violas, 3 violoncellos, and 2 double basses). The
duration of the work must be between 10 and 15 minutes. Works that do not comply with any of these
requirements will be disqualified.

3. Applications must be submitted via the form available on the official Noia Harp Fest website and by
sending the required materials in a compressed file via WeTransfer to:
premiocomposicion@noiaharpfest.gal.

The compressed file must contain:

* A PDF file of the full score.

+ A PDF file of the solo harp part.

* An audio file in WAV or MP3 format.

None of these materials may contain any information that could reveal the identity of the composer, in
order to preserve anonymity throughout the judging process.

4. The submission deadline is December 23, 2026 at 23:59 (CET).
5. A single prize of €4,000 will be awarded to the winning work. This amount is subject to the applicable tax
withholdings required by law. In addition, the jury may award a non-monetary Honourable Mention to the

second-placed work.

6. The winning works will receive their world premieres in a special concert associated with Noia Harp Fest
2027, and will be performed by internationally renowned artists.

7. The jury shall consist of distinguished music professionals, alongside a non-voting secretary with full
speaking rights. The composition of the jury will be announced in advance.
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8. The jury will give particular consideration to the following aspects of the submitted works:

a) Artistic originality and individuality of the compositional language.

b) Quality of the harp and string writing, as well as the orchestration.

¢) Formal coherence, proportion, and balance within the musical discourse.

d) Balance between technical demands and artistic outcome.

e) References to Galician music or culture (not mandatory but positively considered).

9. Competition results will be announced to the prize winners via email by February 15, 2027. The results
will also be published on the Noia Harp Fest website and official social media channels.

10. The composer of the winning work undertakes to include the following statement in any publicity
relating to the work, as well as in all recordings, editions, and concert programmes featuring its
performance: “Winner of the 5th PORTUS APOSTOLI International Composition Award”.

11. Copyright and all intellectual property rights in the work shall remain with the composer. Should the
submitted work incorporate musical excerpts or texts owned by third parties—except where their use
qualifies as quotation under Article 32 of the Spanish Intellectual Property Act—such materials must be
clearly identified in the score and accompanying materials, and the corresponding permissions must be
duly documented. In all cases, any liability arising from the use of such materials shall rest solely with the
composer.

12. The prize-winning composers shall provide all scores and performance materials required for the
premiere at Noia Harp Fest (or any associated concert) free of charge.

13. Participation in this competition implies full and unconditional acceptance of these rules. The jury's
decision shall be final and not subject to appeal. Any matter not provided for in these rules shall be
resolved exclusively by the organizer.

14. Should the premiere concert be cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances or causes beyond the
control of the organizer, no claim for compensation may be made.
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